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From The President 

Celebrating The Past; 
Looking To The Future

As many of you have heard, I will be retiring at the end of February. 
I have worked well beyond what is considered normal retirement 
because I have enjoyed it and observed the difference that the 
RHF mission makes in the lives of so many people.  
I do believe in providence. I never set out to pursue this career. 
Some of you may have heard me tell the story of how when I was 
in grade school I started taking piano lessons because that’s what 
my friends were doing.  So at seven in the morning, before school 
started, I went to a music teacher’s studio where she would sit on 
the bench beside me.  She was also the organist at a local church. 
After several years one morning she said, “You are getting quite good, you ought to become a music teacher 
and church organist. Have you ever thought about that?”  “No”, I replied. “Well, what do you want to do 
when you grow up?” she asked.  I replied, “A race car driver or truck driver.” 
She almost fell off the bench.  
But my involvement in music continued. My family attended church every Sunday and I became the children’s 
church school accompanist and then later the adult church school accompanist. I was President of the Youth 
Fellowship.  And I was also very involved in music in Junior and Senior High School. I became part of a jazz 
band led by an upper classman. When he graduated I became the leader of the band. We played all over central 
Pennsylvania. My favorite was our 19 piece band and vocalist.  
One evening in my junior year before a program at the York Pennsylvania Country Day School, I stopped to 
visit my Pastor because my parents were there.  He asked, “What are you going to do when you graduate?”  I 
replied, “I’m going to take my band on the road.”  He said, “You ought to consider going to College and Seminary 
and becoming a Pastor.”  I had not thought of that but I took it seriously and applied to Ursinus College in 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania near Valley Forge where my cousin was a student.  I was accepted as a History Major 
and again became involved in music as accompanist and student conductor of the traveling Meistersinger’s 
Choir, Student Conductor of the Concert Band and Orchestra and Marching Band. Every December, we would 
perform Handel’s “Messiah” with a chorus of 250 students, soloists from the New York Metropolitan Opera, 
our own orchestra with additional musicians from the Philadelphia Orchestra.  
In my senior year the head of our music department said to me, “I am going to be retiring in a few years. You 
ought to go to Penn State and get a music degree and come back as my successor.”  I thought about that but 
decided to enroll in Lancaster Theological Seminary instead.  

RHF Today is  published  periodically for residents, families of  residents, the United Church of Christ  and sponsoring congregations, staff, 
local board members, and friends of Retirement  Housing Foundation, 911 N. Studebaker Road, Long Beach, CA  90815-4900,   Telephone 
(562) 257-5100/FAX (562) 257-5200, TDD (800) 545-1833, ext. 359.  www.rhf.org -  e-mail: info@rhf.org.
Retirement Housing Foundation is a nonprofit California corporation dedicated to planning, sponsoring, building, preserving and managing 
housing for older adults, low-income families, and persons with disabilities.  We are a member of the Council for Health and Human Service 
Ministries of the United Church of Christ, and also co-sponsors housing communities with other denominational, civic and community 
organizations.  RHF is a member of LeadingAge and its state affiliates.   RHF serves and employs without regard to race, creed, color, sex, 
sexual orientation, national origin, religion, ancestry, marital status, physical disability, age, medical condition (including pregnancy), or 
familial status.
President  and  Chief  Executive  Officer:   Rev. Laverne R. Joseph, D.D.
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS
Chairperson:  Rev. David Moyer Vice Chairpersons: Rev. Dr. Norma DeSaegher, Jeff Pollock Treasurer:  Frank Jahrling
Directors:   Dr. John Bauman, Catherine Collinson, Raymond East, David Ethington, Donald Hart, Brian M. Koide, Christina Potter, Dr. Darryl 
Sexton and Rev. Dr. Misi Tagaloa.

RHF Charitable Foundation provides financial resources through gifts and managed funds that assist 
the mission of Retirement Housing Foundation.
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I took an Intern Year in Campus Chaplaincy at Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale and during that year Ginger and I met. We 
were married just before I began my last year in Seminary.  
After graduating I was ordained as a United Church of Christ Minister 
and we went to Chicago where I enrolled in an Ethics and Society 
graduate program at the University of Chicago Divinity School. I was 
going to get a doctorate and return to Pennsylvania. 
We started attending Peace Memorial Church which was near Ginger’s 
teaching position at Calumet High School. We sang with the choir 
and then Dr. Ralph Ley asked me to preach a Lenten Service Sermon 
and afterwards he and his wife, Ruth, invited us to enjoy refreshments 
and conversation. During that time he asked me to become the 
Assistant Minister to help on Sundays and to serve as Pastor when 
he was traveling. He served on several College and Seminary Boards 
and travelled frequently. We would be compensated with an apartment in the church building and $100 a month.   
After a number of months, Dr. Ley was called to serve as the Wisconsin Conference Minister and the Church and Ministry 
Committee asked me to serve as Interim Pastor, which I agreed to do. I told them I would stay if the new Senior Pastor 
wanted me to but I would be happy to give up the positon because I was still studying at the University. 
Three weeks later they came back and said, “We changed our minds. We want you to be the Senior Minister. So two 
years after Seminary I had one of the largest churches in the United Church of Christ and was also the Executive Director 
of a Skilled Nursing Home which the church had founded. The Congregation had about 1200 members and a 100 bed 
Skilled Nursing Facility which we expanded to 242 beds. We also bought a 76 acre farm in the suburbs and broke ground 
for a new church building and a retirement community. 

-3-

National News

Welcome our Newest Community
RHF has acquired its 198th community with the acquisition of Hillcrest 
Acres Apartments in Attleboro, MA. 

Completed in 1974, Hillcrest Acres is a garden-style multi-family 
community conveniently located on just over 9 wooded acres in 
Attleboro, MA. Consisting of ten residential buildings spread 
throughout the property, Hillcrest Acres offers spacious flats as well 
as townhouse style living. 

Hillcrest Acres Apartments is an expired Rent Supp and Section 236 
property, with a mixed income, but mostly affordable, resident 
population.  With all affordability restrictions having expired, the 
project was at high risk of being lost to a market rate buyer, potentially 
leading to community disruption and displacement of many lower 
income households. 

With a strong desire to preserve this asset as affordable housing for existing and future tenants, the development 
team negotiated the sale with the property owner for over a year.  The sale was then made possible by working 
with the Community Economic Development Assistance Corporation (CEDAC), who provided an $8,400,000 
acquisition loan.  Over the next one to two years, immediate capital and property management needs will be addressed 
while the team assembles financing and works on funding applications.  The goal is to have the property ready to 
undergo a major rehab utilizing the low-income housing tax credits and other sources of state and local money. 

Since 2001, RHF and Schochet have successfully acquired, and preserved as affordable, nearly 2,300 New
England apartments at a value of more than $300 million.

Celebrating The Past; Looking To The Future (continued from page 2)

(continued on page 6)

Dr. Joseph and his wife, Ginger
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Anniversary Events

In 1986, Dr. Laverne Joseph was asked to serve on the RHF National 
Board of Directors.  He was the Senior Pastor for one of the largest 
congregations in the United Church of Christ (UCC).  His ministry 
included a number of skilled nursing and affordable housing 
communities in the suburbs of Chicago, Illinois.

He had become friends with Clark Harshfield, then CEO of RHF 
(and a Founder of the organization), through their membership 

in the Council for Health and Human Service Ministries, an 
associated ministry of the United Church of Christ. 

It was a year later that the Board asked him to succeed 
Harshfield as the President & CEO of RHF. He would become 
the third ordained UCC minister to head the national 
organization in its history.

RHF had expanded rapidly at the beginning of the 80’s – 
some would say too quickly – stretching their resources. 
By the time Joseph took over the reins at RHF, the national 
board was considering declaring bankruptcy.

“When I became President & CEO, we discovered that RHF 
was losing $10 million annually ($5 million in depreciation 
and $5 million in cash),” Joseph stated. 

Positive Changes
As an organization that is national in scope, Dr. Joseph realized that 
RHF needed to establish relationships with other affordable housing 
organizations throughout the country.  Taking on leadership 
positions with associations like AAHSA (American Association of 
Homes and Services for the Aging) – now known as LeadingAge – was important if RHF wanted to expand its reach.

Cutting operating costs by establishing financing programs and services that would allow non-profit 
organizations like RHF to compete was essential to being competitive in the affordable housing market.  Creating 
NAHT (National Affordable Housing Trust – a low income housing tax credit syndicator  company specializing 
in non-profit) and Caring Communities (the largest member-owned liability insurance company to exclusively 
serve non-profit senior housing and care organizations) was another way of leveling the playing field between 
property developers and non-profits in affordable housing.

Advocating For Necessary Programs
Working with legislators on all levels of government was also essential in addressing the affordable housing 
crisis that plagues our country. It was during Joseph’s watch that the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program 
was created at the national level and implemented as a state program.

“Advocacy is the single most important effort that residents can make to impact decisions being made on 
affordable housing at the state and national levels,” states Dr. Joseph.

Celebrating 34 Years of Service

"In my 25 years of working with Dr. Joseph, I have 
never known a leader more dedicated to a mission 

than Laverne is to RHF and those we serve," 
Ray East, former Board Chair for RHF’s National Board of Directors.

Testifiying  in front of Congress 

(Top) Dr. Joseph, with the National Board at his 
induction into the Continuing Care Hall of Fame.

(Above) Meetng with Virginia Congressman Bobby Scott.
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National News

It was while Joseph served as Chair of LeadingAge’s (then AAHSA) 
Housing Committee that the need to provide services for seniors 
so they could “age in place” was discussed, resulting in the Service 
Coordinator position being created for the HUD 202 program.

“More than half of the RHF residents who are over 100 live 
independently with services that assist with their daily living 
activities,” says Joseph. “If these services weren’t available, the only 
options these residents would have would be to live in a nursing 
home.”

Affordable Housing For Families
Not too long after Joseph took over the helm of RHF, the 
organization’s mission was expanded to include affordable 
housing for working-class families. While the majority of 
RHF’s family communities are located in California, RHF 
family communities are also located in Colorado, Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island.

The Need
During Joseph’s tenure, RHF more than tripled in size and 
currently has 198 communities in 29 states, Washington, 
D.C., Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Islands.

“I would have liked to increase our portfolio even more,” 
states Joseph, “but the challenges with building affordable 
housing that we are facing are growing.”

Looking Into the Future
“When I came to RHF I didn’t plan on staying so long, but stories 
from the residents have kept me motivated,” says Joseph. “The 
need just keeps increasing.”

He sees the need for affordable housing growing faster than the re-
sources being allocated by state and federal government programs. Regulations around building communities 
and agencies monitoring the communities once they have been built are becoming more and more restrictive.

“Regulations back when I started in this field, were complex,” states Joseph, “now we look back at them as being the 
good ol’ days.” 

When Dr. Joseph steps down from his position as President and CEO on March 1, 2021, RHF will not only be saying 
goodbye to a man who has committed his life to the organization and its mission, but the country will also be losing 
a very vocal champion for those generations who have depended on and WILL depend on affordable housing in the 
future.

"Laverne built an organization and was a national 
leader, but what we will most miss is the pastoral 

spirit that made birthday calls and visits with 
residents and staff.  He has given us a ministry of 

making Christ’s love real." 
Rev. Dr. David Moyer, Board Chair for RHF’s National Board of Directors.

(Top) Dr. Joseph with Maxine Waters, 
Congresswoman from California

(Above) Dr. Joseph with Texas Congressman 
Charlie Gonzales and George Linial, President of 

LeadingAge Texas.

Dr. Joseph, with Sunny Isle (St.Croix, U.S. 
Virgin Islands) first manager, Patricia Frorup.



During my time there, I also served on the Board of Evangelical 
Health Systems, now known as Advocate, and twice chaired the 
Board when it grew from two hospitals to five and now it is the largest 
provider of health care in the Midwest. 
I believe in providence. I gave Peace Memorial a five year commitment 
and stayed 21 years. 
One day I asked our Program Coordinator, Louise Smith (who 
worked until well in her 90’s), if she knew why the Church and Ministry 
changed their mind. She said, “Sure, it was the German Ladies Guild 
for whom I did a devotional every month. She said they went to the 
Church and Ministry Committee and said “We like this young man. 
We ought to give him a chance.” And because of that I became the 

Senior Pastor and ultimately the President and CEO of RHF. 
I have never sought a position but in retrospect I have found that every positon I had prepared me for the next 
one. Due to my ministry with Peace Memorial Church and Evangelical Health Systems (EHS), I became familiar 
with the United Church of Christ Council for Health and Human Services Ministries (CHHSM). My service with 
EHS was term limited, and when my service on their Board was completed I was asked, in 1986, to serve on the 
National Board of 

Retirement Housing Foundation. One day the Board Chair, Rex Chapman, 
called and said he would be coming to Chicago and wanted to talk 
with me. That is when I was asked to succeed Rev. Clark Harshfield as 
President & CEO of RHF. 
In July of 1987 my family and I moved to Long Beach, California to 
begin my role as President & CEO. 
At that time, RHF had 65 communities in 15 states. Now, we have 198 
communities in 29 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the 
Virgin Islands. From time to time, I look at the pictures in the boardroom. 
There are Rev. Clark and Verna Harshfield, Rev. Reinhold and Lydia 

Klein. Steve Pilibos, the rancher farmer, who served as the third 
incorporator. Palmer Conner, who provided some of the initial funds 
together with our three founders. 
There’s Ernie Frank, Merrill and Lucile Whitter, Tom and Yuri Masuda, 
Jean Dremstedt, Rex and Gertrude Chapman, Rev. Dr. John and 
Shirley Trnka, Bill and Jean Warrick, Hal and Melody Schultz, Teri 
and Kiku Kawata, Bill and Buni Radar, Nancy and Dailey McPeak, 
Don and Mary King. All played an important role in Retirement 
Housing Foundation and many of them are now a part of the 
Church Triumphant. 
RHF’s mission is definitely needed. While we have over 22,500 
residents, we have over 43,000 persons on our waiting lists. Housing is  

a basic need. If you don’t have a decent affordable place to live, 
other goals in life are extremely difficult to achieve. In addition to 
our affordable housing for older adults, families and persons with 
disabilities, we also have skilled nursing and assisted living. 

Although LeadingAge former President and CEO Larry Minnix used to say that I would be the only CEO to serve 
until I was 100 years old, it’s time to make a transition. I wish all the best to our Board of Directors, team members, 
to all of our residents and to our incoming CEO Stuart Hartman, who has served for many years with RHF, as 
together you work to make the basic needs of life a reality for so many people. 
May God Bless you in this great mission.
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Community News

Celebrating The Past; Looking To The Future (continued from page 3)

Dr. Laverne R. Joseph

Dr. Joseph with Reinhold Klein 
and his wife, Lydia.

Rex Chapman and his wife, Gertrude

Ernie 
Frank
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Community News

Veterans Day

Follow Us On YouTube
Visit Retirement Housing Foundation’s YouTube channel for a chance to get 
to know some of our residents and hear their stories. 

Park Place - Seattle, WA
In preparation for Veterans Day, the Activities staff at Park Place interviewed 
each resident veteran about their individual experiences during their service 
and took photos of them.  With the gathered information, they made a collage 
board to display in the front entrance of the building for all to read.

At their socially distanced Veterans Day program, which included music and 
a prayer, the resident veterans were presented with a certificate of honor to 
commemorate their service to our country.  Attendees also got a to-go box of 
treats to enjoy in their units.

La Mirada Vistas - 
La Mirada, CA
In the November community 
newsletter, the resident 
veterans of La Mirada 
Vistas were  featured with 
a write-up about their time 
serving their country along 
with a message from staff 
and fellow residents thank-
ing them for their service.  

The La Mirada Vistas staff also arranged pictures of their resident veterans 
in the front lobby for the holiday.  

Gold Country Retirement Center - Placerville, CA
The staff at Gold Country Retirement Center worked with Visiting Angels, 
and Snowline Hospice to arrange a socially distanced Veterans Day program.  
The residents enjoyed a drive-by caravan complete with live music!  The Gold 
Country resident veterans were especially touched by the mail they received 
from members of the local community thanking them for their service. 

Make sure to follow @RHFoundation on Twitter!  Our Tweets cover everything from 
news within our communities and our organization to news from our affiliates to 
advocacy and calls to action. 

RHF is on Twitter!

Frank Cutshall

La Mirada Vistas

Gold Country

Clarence Busch



Community News

-8-

A Gift of Technology
Los Arcos - Poway, CA

In late October, an organization called San Diego Oasis, in partnership 
with other donors, provided free Samsung Galaxy tablets, remote 
training, internet access, and online educational classes to residents 

of RHF’s Los Arcos in 
Poway, California! Here 
you can see some of the 
twelve residents who 
participated in the program 
enjoying their new 
tablets.  

On their website, San Diego Oasis states that they "work to prevent 
isolation and loneliness in older adults so they can stay healthy, engaged 
and involved in the world.”

Helping to Spread Joy on Thanksgiving
Independence Square - Evansville, IN

The residents and staff of Independence Square worked 
together to gather a large donation of canned chicken broth 
for the Gobbler Gathering at The Evansville Rescue Mission, 
the largest homeless shelter in the tristate area.  The residents 
surpassed their goal of 500 cans with a total of 526 cans!  This 
donation, along with others, was used to create more than 
2,500 Thanksgiving baskets which were distributed to needy 

families in the the 
surrounding area so 
that they would have 
a delicious meal for 
the holiday. 

Elfie Selfie
Towne Creek Apartments - McKinney, TX

The team members at Towne Creek 
Apartments are always working on 
fun, new activities for the residents 
and, with the limitations of COVID-19, 
they’ve gotten extra creative to keep 
these activities going while remaining 
socially distanced. 

At the beginning of December, they 
started a fun game called “Elfie Selfie.”  Each week, the Towne Creek Elf 
will move around in common areas.  To win the game, residents need to 
find the elf, take a selfie with him and send it in to Towne Creek staff.  We 
hope you noticed that even the elf has his mask on!



Thank you, City of Lomita
Lomita Kiwanis Gardens - Lomita, CA
The Service Coordinator at RHF’s Lomita Kiwanis Gardens recently applied 
for a program with the City of Lomita, California, which led to a delivery of 
care packages for every resident of the community.  These packages 
contained helpful and sometimes hard to come by items like face masks, 
toilet paper, and bottled water. We’re very thankful to all those who made 

this possible.

Necessary Help
Angelus Plaza - Los 
Angeles, CA

On October 8th, Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Hilda 
Solis, along with staff 
members and volunteers, 
visited Angelus Plaza to host 
a food distribution event for 

the residents of the community.  Pictured here are just some of the 
dozens and dozens of boxes of food they brought with them, which included fresh produce, eggs and rice.

"Pick Up and Go" Barbecue
Mayflower Gardens - Lancaster, CA

In late September, Mayflower Gardens hosted a "Pick Up and Go" barbeque 
event where residents were able to enjoy a delicious barbeque meal in the 
comfort of their own homes. Time slots for pick up were arranged to ensure 
that residents could maintain social distancing.  

After picking up their food, many residents stopped by the photo booth to get 
their picture taken.

Our Partners in the Community 
Benson Manor - Smyrna, GA

To help residents of Benson Manor have a happy Thanksgiving and reduce 
the need for them to make a trip to the store, the St. Vincent de Paul Society in 

Smyrna donated over 45 bags of 
canned and dry items to the 
community. An anonymous donor 
also provided 50 turkeys through 
the society.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society 
strives to provide financial and 
material support to those in need 
in the community. 

-9-

Community News



-10-

Community News

Handmade Cards for our Troops
Cimarron Court - Kearney, NE

Residents of Cimarron Court found that they had to get really 
creative during the pandemic to continue the efforts of their 
Project H.A.N.D.S.® group.  Many of the projects they had been 
working on had to be put on hold due to COVID-19 restrictions.

A member of the group named Irene found a great way to take 
advantage of all this time that she was spending alone in her unit 
by making Christmas cards for soldiers.  With some assistance 
from her fellow residents, Irene has managed to produce nearly 
500 beautiful, homemade cards since May.

In early December, these were mailed to Holiday Card Challenge, a 17-year-old non-profit organization in New 
Hampshire that send cards overseas to U.S. troops.

Keeping Us Safe
Pioneer Towers - Sacramento, CA

A representative with the 
Sacramento County Public 
Health Office called in 
members of the National 
Guard to help conduct 
COVID-19 testing at Pioneer 
Towers, a community for 
older adults.  Over 100 people 
were tested that day, 

including many community residents who were thankful for the chance to get 
tested without having to leave the community.

Celebrating The Holidays
Marymount Manor - Tacoma, WA

Marymount Manor recently received a generous donation from Toy 
Rescue Mission, an organization that collects gently used items and 
refurbishes them to distribute to senior living communities and children 
in need.  This donation included lap blankets, walker bags, dish towels 
and homemade pillow cases.

A group of resident volunteers divided the items up into festive stockings, 
which were handed out to the residents just in time for the holidays.

Some of the remaining items, like hats and stuffed animals, were 
wrapped up into 22 festive packages and given to friends from the
 local high school. 
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Like Us On Facebook
Do you want to hear the latest on what is happening at RHF? Interested in knowing 
what is going on at a number of RHF's communities? Check out these community 
Facebook pages to keep in touch with the latest that is going on at RHF: 

Retirement Housing Foundation   Angelus Plaza
Auburn Ravine Terrace    Bishop’s Glen Retirement Community
Bixby Knolls Towers    The Carolinian
The Cloisters     Colonial Heights and Gardens   
Courtenay Springs Village   DeSmet Retirement     
Farrfield Manor    Gaslight Apartments    
The Gateway      Gold Country Retirement and Healthcare  
LaFontaine Center Apartments  Mayflower Gardens Retirement Community  
Park Place Assisted Living   Pioneer House 
Plymouth Square     St. Catherine Retirement Community  

  Sun City Gardens     Westminster Village

In the Kitchen with RHF, a collection of time-tested recipes from RHF 
communities all over the country, is available to order.  This book contains 
over 80 recipes ranging from tempting appetizers to scrumptious main 
dishes to delectable desserts that have all been submitted by residents of 
RHF communities.  While sampling these tried-and-true recipes, the reader 
can also learn a little about each resident and the RHF community that they 
call “home.”

This book is offered for $10 for residents of RHF communities and $15 for 
non-residents.  You can order your very own copy by visiting the RHF website 
(www.rhf.org) and clicking on the Spotlight section.  This project supports RHF's Resident Benevolence Fund. 

Residents can also speak to the Executive Director or Manager of their community to order their copy.

A Great Holiday Gift!

Congratulations!
Joanne Silva has been promoted to Vice President of Occupancy and Tax 
Credit Compliance.

Joanne Silva joined Retirement Housing Foundation in December 1988 as 
the Accounts Payable Supervisor.  Joanne was promoted to Accounts Payable 
Manager and in May of 2004 added on the responsibilities of managing the 
Occupancy Department.  

Silva has certifications in Occupancy, Rural Development and Tax Credit 
Compliance.  Silva turned her focus solely on the Occupancy Department 
and was promoted to Director of Occupancy and Tax Credit in August 2011.

Joanne oversees the organization’s monthly processing of more than 8500 
Section 8 subsidy billings and directs the processing of applicant rental applications, annual tenant certifications 
and recertifications to ensure qualification and compliance for  subsidized and tax credit programs. Joanne 
coordinates and monitors progress of the annual renewal submissions for over 130 HAP and PRAC contract 
renewals to ensure continued subsidized financing.  Joanne reviews and prepares responses for applicant appeals 
and provides training to field staff on occupancy requirements as well as implementing changes in regulations.  
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Milestones

Colonial Gardens (Florence, KY)

Eva Nostheide turned 102 in October. She has lived at Colonial for over 15 
years, first at the Heights for twelve years in Independent Living and at the 
Gardens for three years in Personal Care.   Eva enjoys all activities – especially 
Bingo.  Eva has been an avid walker all of her life.

Nancye Helmer turned 100 in October. She is the mother of two sons and one 
daughter and has nine grandchildren. Nancye enjoys playing her harmonica 
and her keyboard. She also loves to knit, crochet and to quilt. In her lifetime 
she has handmade approximately 40 quilts of all different sizes. She is very 
thankful that she is still able to enjoy life every day.

Auburn Ravine Terrace (Auburn, CA)
Teressa (Terri) Hoffman was born in Terre Haute Indiana in October, 1920.  
She went to Northwestern University and Bennington College and majored in 
psychology.

During WWII Terri served in the Navy, in Washington DC. She was a Lt. Jr. 
grade and worked for The Bureau of Yards and Docks and was in charge of 
delivering secret files.

At 25, Terri married and remained married for 76 years.  She and her husband 
raised five children in the Long Beach area and in Paso Robles for many years. 
When her husband passed away Terri’s daughter Jan convinced her to move to 
Placerville to be nearer.  Terri has lived here at Gold Country Retirement since 
May of this year.

Harvest Pointe (Loveland, CO)
Chloie Moore, a resident of Harvest Pointe since 2009, will be turning 104 years old 
in December.  Born in Kansas and raised on a ranch, Chloie is known for her sharp 
sense of humor and exceptional sewing skills, which she uses to contribute to Harvest 
Pointe’s yearly craft sale.  

Guadalupe Senior Apartments (Denver, CO)
Maria Sierra turns 103  in December.  She moved to Guadalupe 
Senior Apartments in 1991.  She always has a smile on her face and 

is kind to everyone.

Pioneer House (Sacramento, CA)
Iris Moore turned 101 in October. She has 
lived at Pioneer House for 3 years. Iris had 
a beautiful home, where she raised her 
three daughters. She always  made her own 
clothes.  Her friends and family visit her 
daily and she looks forward to that.

Happy Birthday To You, Happy Birthday To You . . . 

Eva 
Nostheide

Nancye 
Helmer

Iris Moore

Chloie Moore

Maria 
Sierra

Teressa 
Hoffman
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Sun City Gardens (Menifee, CA)
Frank Ferriaiolo was born in Brooklyn, New York and will turn 103 years old in 
January.  He was a Crew Chief on a B-17 in the Air Force, and later worked as a 
bridge operator for 32 years in New York City.  He has three wonderful daughters.  

Binnall House (Gardner, MA)
Helen Frenney will be 104 in January. She was born in Gardner (MA) and has 
lived there her entire life. She was married to the late Albert Frenney. 

She has two daughters, one grandson and four great-grandchildren. 

Helen enjoys watching TV, going out to church and going out to eat with her 
friends. She can often be found in the lobby sitting by the window enjoying 
the outside.

Rachel Tresback was born in Gardner in November of 1920. Rachel, who has  
been a resident at Binnall House for 18 years currently lives with her cat Penney. 
Together they love to watch car shows on TV.  Rachel loves family dinners and  
eating fudge and popcorn. To pass the time, Rachel knits and crochets and donates 
her baby blankets to an organization that supports single mothers.

Bixby Knolls Towers (Long Beach, CA)
Bette & Don (not pictured) Barden are both celebrating their 101st 
birthday this year.  They have been married for 78 years and have three 
children, six grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. Don loved to 
golf and traveled frequently with Bette before they moved into Bixby 
Knolls Towers in 2014.

Bishop's Glen Retirement Community (Holly Hill, FL)
Mae Cromartie is touted by her friends as a “southern lady” using descriptions 
such as sweet, very social, very kind. She turned 102 in November.

She was born in North Carolina and graduated from the University of North 
Carolina. She moved from North Carolina to Florida with her husband Sam.  

Mae loves to read and walk.  Bishop’s Glen is perfect for her because of the 
wonderful lakes and wildlife, as well as the fantastic library that allows 
her to read daily and exchange her books often.  She  wants everyone 
to know, yes, she is getting older, but she’s still going strong!

Shepherd Park (Hartford, CT)
Sylvia Florez was born in January of 1920.    
She was married for 60 years and was a stay  
at home mom where she raised 4 children. She 
has 12 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren and  
2 great-great grandchildren. She has been a 
Shepherd Park resident since January 3, 2001.  

Milestones
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Towers of Jacksonville (Jacksonville, FL)
Lucille Nagy was born in January of 1918 in Pennsylvania. She grew up in New 
York as the eldest of 9 children. 

She moved to Jacksonville, FL when she was 28 years old, worked as a 
bookkeeper and lived in a boarding house. After selling her home she moved 
to the Baptist Towers (now The Towers of Jacksonville) in 1990 and worked as 
a receptionist in The Towers until she broke her arm in 2014 and was unable to 
write. Lucille lives alone and takes care of herself and friends who need help.

Lucille has lived through 28 Presidents, cars with rumble seats, and the 
explosion of the technology industry. She does have a cell phone and iPad. 
Lucille has 3 daughters, 7 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, and 8 great, 
great-grandchildren. 

Westminster Village (Clarksville, IN)
Algene Busse turned 100 in November. She attributes her longevity to “Clean livin’ 
and two martini’s at night with her husband. She is an avid knitter and crocheter.  She 
participates in Project H.A.N.D.S by making scarves, slipper socks, and baby blankets.

DeSmet (Florissant, MO)
Gladys Theisman has lived at DeSmet for three years and turned 102  in November. 

The Gateway and Gateway Gardens (Poway, CA)

Charles "Chuck" Oellien celebrated his 101st birthday in October with his family.

Irene Stene will be turning 101 in January. She has lived at Gateway Gardens for the 
past 6 years. 

Courtenay Springs Village (Merritt Island, FL)
Stella Tomlinson was born in West Virginia 1916.   She was married to Stuart 
Tomlinson for 43 years and they raised two daughters.  She was a homemaker and 
avid gardner and very active in her church.  She has lived at Courtenay Springs 
Village for four years.

Pioneer House (Sacramento, CA)
Ermina O'Brien will turn 101 in January.  Ermina 
grew up on a ranch in Modoc County (CA) where 

she loved riding horses and 
being with her 
family. Now she enjoys 
watching T.V. and reading 
the New York Times.

Milestones
Happy Birthday To You, Happy Birthday To You . . . 
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Happy Birthday To You! . . .  
Milestones

Lomita Kiwanis Gardens
Sook Jung Nam has been a resident of LKG since 1999.  

In January this year, she celebrated her 100th birthday in our Community Room 
surrounded by her friends, children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.  
Four generations! Her son & daughter-in-law came from the Philippines (where 
they are missionaries for 28 years) and two of her daughters came from Korea. 
Six out of 13 grandchildren (11 couples) came from out of state - SC, MI, 
and AZ.  She has total of 16 great grandkids (+1 on the way). 

She is an expert knitter and enjoys walks and socializing with her 
neighbors. She still diligently attends church every week (virtually now 
during Covid-19) and credits her faith for her positive outlook on life! 

The Cloisters (DeLand, FL)
Mary Ebbitts attributes her longevity to being pretty easy going and not 
letting much faze her.  Mary turned 102  in December.

Dorothy Foster has lived at The Cloisters for 12 years. She worked in the  
retail industry during the war. After the war she became a stay-at-home 
mom and full time volunteer.  She has three daughters, seven grandchildren, 
nine great-grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren. Dorothy  
attributes her longevity of 103 years to good genes and staying involved. 
Dorothy states, “I have had a very blessed life."

Florine Hancock turned 100 in October. She has four children, 15 grandchildren 
and 3 great-grandchildren.  She has another great-grandchild on the way! She says 
that her family is the reason she has lived so long.

Camelot Village (Council Bluffs, IA)
Kenneth Stevenson was born in 1920 in Council Bluffs. In 1936 he moved to Cali-
fornia where he was a union painter by trade and painted Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland’s homes.  He said that Judy did not like the color of paint Mickey picked so 
she made Mickey buy different paint color and Ken had to repaint the house again.  

In 1940 he joined the Merchant Marines and served our country during 
WWII.  He moved back to Council Bluffs in 1973 and has lived at Camelot 
Village since 2010. 

Creekbend Gardens (Houston, TX)
Dominga Vela was born in Houston, 
Texas in December of 1917. She has lived 
independently at Creekbend Gardens for 
more than five years.  She has lived in 
Houston all of her life. Residents and staff 
will tell you she is smart, witty and full of 
life.

Kenneth
Stevenson

Dominga 
Vela
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Ebbitts
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Charitable Giving
RHF Team Givers

Our staff members perform important daily duties to make shelter and service a reality for the people we serve.  
Staff members who additionally choose to voluntarily support RHF through monetary donations are contributing 
to the fiscal health of our mission.  We are extremely grateful for their optional financial commitment as well as the 
investment they already have made with their hearts, lives and careers.   

In Green = Sterling Club members - donation via payroll deductions
Carlos Adame
Collen Adams
Deborah Agbayani
Regienald Agbayani
Lisa Alessi
Robert Amberg
Shannon Ancira
Roel Andaya
Jonas Angeles
Lovelie Mae Aquino
Angele Armstead
Thomas Armstrong
Jose Arroyo
Dexterson Artap
Christine Baca
Evans De Vera 
   Bacani-Barrientos
Christina Bagley
Nada Battaglia
Stephanie Bekel
Olivia Bendico
Maritza 
   Bermudez-Luna
Exequiel Bersamina
James Blake
Bonnie Bonebrake
Maria Bonifacio
Belinda Booker
Doris Branton
Marc Braun
Natalie Brautigam
Antoinette Brooks
Vendrede Bruno
Cristita Bunoan
Stephanie Butler
Anabel  Cabanas
Neil Cabrera
Judelyn Cacatian
Sheila Calado
Aliana Calimlim
David Carroll
Emma Castro
Jeremy Castronuevo
John Chandler
Susan Chuchla
Heather Cline
Inez Codeus
Jesse Contreras
Penelope Cook
Julie Cruz
Valerie Daniels
Wilfredo De Mesa

Herminia Dela Cruz
Liezl Dela-Paz
Mae Delos Santos
Sakhila Devi
Cynthia Dewitt
Dina Di Mambro
Andres Diaz
Sarah Dillingham
Thanh Do
Nenita Domingo
Gary Douylliez
Mckenzie Dowse
Melanie Eleazar
Tammy Enricco
Eduardo Esparza
Robert Esquer
Cristina Esteban
Melvin Ewing Jr.
Lacosta Fike
Cheryl Fontenot V.
Marlene L. Ford
Leonila Franada
Mailyn Franada
Melanie Franada
Princess Franada
Kayla Frazier
Cheryl Fredsall
Marsha Freyberg
Andria Frost
Michael Galloway
Imelda Garcia
Rufino Gelig
Kevin Gilchrist
Larena Glass
Perry Glenn
Robert Godfrey
Virginia Goldstein
Brianna Michelle 
Gonzalez
Mabel Gortmans
Rachel Gould
Evangeline Gregory
Alan Grimshaw
Deborah Grote
Ramatoulaye Gueye
Susan Guzman
Hirut Haile
Theresa Hall
Donna Harrison

Stuart Hartman
Sandra Haskins
Jamie Hecht
Elvira Hernandez
Christopher Hill
Thuy Hoang
Gregory Hovey
Marianne Hudson
Thuy Huynh
Lani Jackson
Kerry Jennings
Pamela Jennings
Eloisa Tec Jimenez
Joyce Johnson
Stacey Johnson
Linda Jones
Michelle Jones
Rev. Dr. 
   Laverne Joseph
Merelyn Juliano
Cindy Kalbes
Ken Kaser
Teresa Kennedy
Diane King
Michelle Kready
Arlene Lacayo
Diana Laxamana
Gladys Laygo
Pearl Le
Ri Ji Lee
Marco Lemus
Patricia Lendzion
Robert Lentz
Cathy Levario
Dawn Lewis
Lynne Lichtenstern
Helen Limon
Maria 
   Del Carmen Lira
Teresita Liwanag
Brigida Llanora
David Lobmaster
Aurora Loew
Rafael Lopez
Daniel Lumsden
Paola Macapagal
Monica Maciel
Brian Magnone
Dena Maiolo
Ryder Majko
Genia Manapat
Paul Mapes

Michael Rivera
Tina Robinson
Leo Romero
Shavonne Rouse
Jacqueline 
   Salmon-Munn
Kelley Salomon Luna
Marlene Santos
Barbra Scherer
Leah Schultz
Angela Kapiloff
Damaris Serrano
Aniya Sharif
Luella Shelton
Steven Shroka
Scott Siehr
Melissa Sims
Kaitlyn Snapp
Lisa Sok
Edna Soriano
Trifon Sotelo
Margaret Spiller
Suzanne Stacey
Jennifer Staley
Shernette Staley
Edward Steadmon
John Stonecipher
Deborah Stouff
Leah Strid
Sirah Sullivan
Gebremedhin Teferi
Stephanie Titus
Lance Transfigura-
cion
Kurt Travis
Carol Turpin
Cindy Turski
Laura Vandee
Alexis Vasilchak
Maura Vince Cruz
Ofelia Viola
Svitlana Voronyuk
Michael Vukovich
Fred Wahlgren
Fa Zetta Wandick
Florence Webb
Deborah Whitehead
Nadia Willis
Diane Wilson
Diane Wink
Ying Ken Yin
Sharon Young

Joshua Martin
Autumn Martinez
Donna Martinez
Emmanuel Martinez
Ora McGrew
Sharron McMullin
Ryan McPherson
Rosa Mendez
Norma Merkin
Emma Miano
Stephanie Milano
Celestina Mohabir
Stacey Montero
Melissa Rodriguez
Marcelina Morales
Priscilla Moreno
Rokydah Mustafa
Jacqueline Dizon-Ng
Amanda Nino
Barbara Olivas
Zakaria Omar
Cynthia Ornelas
Enrique Ortiz
Donna Marie 
   Pacheco
Doreatha Page
Martha Palafox
Johnie Pams
Helen Park
Brian Parker
Noemi Pe Benito
Gloria Pedregon
Ramona Pell
Merlin Pestanas
Delores Peters
Ofelia Pielago
Conchita Pierce
Leah Belle Pierce
Jose Pineda
Pamela Power
Larethia Prince
Diana Pro
Barbara Henderson
Dolores Quijano
Chris Ragon
Micah Reynolds
Lindsey Richard
Bradley Richardson
Scott Riffey
Joselin Rivas
Cristobal Rivera
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RHF Circle of Friends
The RHF Circle of Friends is our legacy society.  There are many ways to qualify for membership, such as RHF 
gift annuities that provide lifetime income to the donor, life insurance, real estate gifts, charitable remainder 
trusts, and gifts from pension fund assets and/or simply including RHF in your Will or Trust.  For more information 
in confidence and without obligation, contact our Philanthropy Department, at (562) 257-5141.
We are grateful for our RHF Circle of Friends members:
 Dr. Jack Bauman     Karolla Brice*       
 Lydia Cervany*     Rev. Dr. Norma DeSaegher      
         & Ret. Col. John DeSaegher (USA Retired)  
 Jean G. Dremstedt*     Raymond E. East      
 Bernice E. Elkin, M.D.     Dr. and Mrs.* Charles Fain     
 Robert Fliehmann*     Dolores Foga*       
 Burton L. French     Toshiko Okazaki Fukuda*     
 Richard Gondolf*     Alice R. Good*
 Wanda Haudek*     Rev. Dr. Laverne R. Joseph
 Rev. Dr. Teruo and Kiku* Kawata   Dr. Richard Lieboff*
 Catherine Mackeris*     Eveleth “Evie” Miller*
 Bonita (Bonnie) Mola     Jean Moore Warrick*     
 Major Fitzhugh L. O’Neill*    Jean H.P. Oppenheimer*    
 Virginia Paddocks*      Edythe Patterson     
 Eric H. Pierson*     Marian Rhame     
 Barbara Gray Richley     Elisabeth A. Ruff*     
 Rev. Charles G. Schepel    Shirley Shawler
 Jane Shenbarger*     Joan Sullivan*       
 Helga Tixel*      Elsie Valek*       
 Miriam P. Vandenbush*    Anna Mae Wakefield*               
 Richard Walinch*     William L. Warrick*      
 Eleanor J. West     Norman A. Whaley*      
 Vera Wolpert* 
        (*indicates members who have passed away)

If you have named Retirement Housing Foundation as a beneficiary of a planned gift, please allow us 
to honor you as a member of the RHF Circle of Friends. If you would like more information about how 
to include RHF or an RHF community in your will, or structure a life income gift that benefits you and 
your family, please call (562) 257-5141. 

Throughout the pandemic, RHF Charitable Foundation has responded to 
resident needs by delivering essential items. 
In September, RHF Charitable Foundation was honored to be selected for 
the “Summer of Service” program for the Irvine, CA, branch of AmWINS, 
a specialty insurance distributor and RHF business partner. Their 2020 
“Summer of Service” program offered a “socially distanced” volunteer 
opportunity for AmWINS employees to help our seniors. 
Employees donated bars of soap and puzzle books, made monetary 
contributions to purchase additional hygiene products, and wrote 
inspirational notes and letters to RHF’s older adult residents. 
The AmWINS corporate headquarters also generously matched all the 
funds raised by employees for a total donation of almost $2,600. Each 
AmWINS care package included bars of soap, a puzzle book, a personal 
message to the senior resident, laundry detergent, hand sanitizer, 
additional toiletries and a pair of cozy Bombas socks. Recently, 
AmWINS staff helped deliver the donated care packages to the residents 
of Anaheim Memorial Manor in Anaheim, CA.

A Generous Gift
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In Memory of . . .
. . . Luisa E. Dillon 
Paula Suchy

. . . Jean Dremstedt 
Stuart Hartman
Cheryl J. Howell
Chris Ragon
Stewart M. Simington
Rev. Dr. Robert A. & Mrs. 
Christina E. Potter

. . . 'Duke' Ferguson 
Barbara L. Freeman
. . . Kiku Kawata 
Shirley Trnka

The following donors made 
monetary or in-kind donations 
to RHF Charitable Foundation’s 
designated funds through the 
national headquarters office from 
7/1/20 to 9/30/20:

National 
Headquarters 
Donors

Joe Auditor
Gloria (Maxine) Babel
Dr. & Mrs. John F. Bauman
Daniel Benigno
Sandra Bridge
John Carro
Rev. Dr. Norma & Col. John 
   DeSaegher (USA Retired)
Cuc Kim Do
Maggie Engelberg
Mr. & Mrs. David Ethington
Sandra Farley
West Funk
Betty Gardner
Bridget Greaney
Cheryl J. Howell
Karen Huang
Kristin Jones

. . . Ernest S. McBride
Traci Maxwell
. . . Joe & Connie Milan 
James Milan
. . . Frank Muschalek 
Barbara L. Freeman
. . . Rev. Dr. John Trnka 
Sandra Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Frank G. Jahrling
Mr. & Mrs. Peter O. Peabody
Rev. Dr. Robert A. 
   & Mrs. Christina E. Potter
Dr. & Mrs. Darryl M. Sexton
Shirley Trnka

Sean Ju
Debra Kestner
James & Sang Koo
Gilbert & Evelyn Kwon
Tina LaRocca
Lydia Leary
Estate of Dr. Richard Lieboff 
Joan Lockwood
City of Long Beach
Veronica Lovett
Perla & Chris Madlangbayan

Kristine Martinez
Marissa McGinnis
Thida Meas
Pedro A. Montalvo
Terra Morin
Barbara Murphy
Lisa Nieves
Patricia Norcia
Alice O'Shea
Malai Phan
Pierce County Connected

Christina Pope
Debbie Remington
Barbara Gray Richley
Kathleen Ryan
William Schalker
Augustine & Bryan Scott
SIB Fixed Cost Reduction
Concepcion Van Orden
State of Washington
Gloria Wright
Hak Bin & Kee Taek Yang
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Saying Goodbye

Every gift to RHF Charitable 
Foundation makes a difference.  
100% of your donations support 

RHF’s mission, work and 
communities, and are 

tax deductible.  
For more information about making 
a charitable gift, contact Stephanie 

Titus by calling 
562-257-5141 or emailing 

philanthropy@rhf.org

This past September, RHF lost a dear member of our family, Jean Dremstedt. 

Jean's relationship with RHF began when RHF acquired Independence Square 
(Evansville, IN).  She had been serving on the Board of Deaconess Hospital, 
who had owned the community before RHF acquired it. 

Jean served on the Retirement Housing Foundation Board for 19 years, where 
she had many responsibilities including chairing its Nominating Committee. 
In 2014 she was given the Retirement Housing Foundation Chair's Citation 
Award.

Throughout her life Jean served as a professional volunteer-giving of her knowledge, expertise, and time. She was a 
major force for good in Evansville, Indiana serving on the Board of the Good Samaritan Home for several years and on 
the Board of Deaconess Hospital for 25 years. Her life was dedicated to her church, serving people, organizations, and 
institutions related to the United Church of Christ (UCC) at all levels.

She will be missed.


